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57 SW,L RXFUGZS FOR DUCKS 
AND WATER CONS3RVATION AR2 

ESTABLISEZD IN XORTH DAKOTA 

Farmers Help Biological Survey’s Waterfowl 
Restoration Program by Turning Over 

90,000 Acres for Refuges 

Fifty-seven smoJ.1 refuges for migratory waterfowl and mater conservation 

have been established in North Dakota during the ?ast year by the U. S. Biological 

Survey on more than 90,000 acres of land turned over to the Government through per- 

petual easements signed by farmers and other landowners. Twenty-five such refuges 

have been developed during the past year by the Survey 

Progress Administration, and 1,800 men are now at work 

refuges. 

with funds from the Works 

improving the 32 other 

“North Dakota contains the outstanding hereditary migratory waterfowl nest- 

ing area in this country, and thousands of wild ducks nested on the easement-refu- 

ges this year,” says the Survey. “Large numbers of ducks caught by tho drought 

last summer at pot holes and small water places flocked into the easement refuges 

and into the larger r&u.ges that havu been developed in this State.” 

Many North Dakota farmers also &Pled water last summer from the refuges 

for livestock. Some livestock was watered at tho refuges. Vhen this was done the 
away 

stock was ‘kept/ as much as possible from tha shallow water areas and marsh lands in- 

habited by ducks. 

The farmers helped to advance the easement-refuge program in North Dakota by 

granting the easement s gratuitously . Out of 93,391 acres obtained for this type of 
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refuge development it was necessary to buy less than 1,500 acres. To facilitate 

this progr,zm the State legislature enacted laws a,Lthorizine Glid dir;?cting tile 32 

counties in iylhich the easement areas are located to exempt from taxation all inUn- 

dated refuge land, and to waive collection of fees for recording and filing the 

necessary documents covering the eascnient trCansactions. 

Development of refuges, in practically every casd, involves the building of 

storage dams, marsh embankments, and other water-impoundment devices which help to 

conserve vrst er . Tha sevority of fut?xo droughts in the vicinity of areas unwisely 

t&en from migratory wat erf on1 can be lessened, the Survey believes, by converting 

such places into refuges for these birds. Water impounded on the refuges also 

helps stabilize water levels in adjoining land. 

Sites for refuges were selected with a view o f developing them into indi- 

vidual flood and soil-erosion control units also. In most instances submarginal 

or low-grzdt: lands were chosen as sites for the water reservoirs. Construction 

work was performed with relief labor, with the exception of a small number of 

supervisory personnel. Pdrsons in need of relief also arc, doing tho construction 

work on the 32 refxes now under development. Picnic grounds or bathing beaches 

are being provided f;r the public on a nunber of the easement rsfxes. In devclop- 

ing these refuges the Survey has followed thb general pl,an of improving the shal- 

low water 2reas 2nd marsh lands for waterfowl, reserving a part of the water area 

for livestock, and, v;henevor possiblo, providing public rscrcational facilities at 

the deep-water parts near the impoundment dia.ms. 

An allotment of $226,240 from the Works Progress Administration wczs used in 

Lom&loting the development of 25 refuges and in making esscntinl improvements on 7 

gthers. Lost summer the Vorks Progress Administration in its emergency drought- 

relief progrzn allotted an addition=1 $600,000 to the Survey for the restoration 

Lnd iqrovemont of refuges cllld water consorvztion in several States. Of this al- 
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lotment $353,548 is being used for developing 25 new easement refuges and 7 on 

:\rhi.ch work had already betin done - 32 in nil. - in North Dakota, and in improving 

the Sullys Hill Game Preserve in Benson County. The ramaindvr of tht: allotment is 

being used in developing wildlife and water conservation projects in South Dakota, 

Nebraska, Montana, Oklahoma, Louisiana, a3ld Wisconsin. At present these projects 

are providing work for 2,800 farmers and other persons in need of relief. 

“Development of small refuges for migratory waterfowl ties in with and helps 

to round out the Survey’s program for the restoration and development of nesting 

and feeding places for these birds,” says J. Clark Salyer, II, Chief of the Divi- 

sion of Migratory Waterfowl of the Survey. 

“Small refuges in tho vicinity of large refuges strategically located,11 says 

Mr. Salyer, ‘~enhance the value of the large refuges by attracting more waterfowl 

to the area. A number of small refuges in a breeding area lessens the danger of 

the birds nesting in isolated ‘and unprotected spots <and at small wst er places that 

are likely to dry up during a drought. It should also be noted that ducks spend 

considerable time in visiting other refuges. Under average conditions an isolated 

refuge, therefore, stands little chance of attracting as many ducks as one that is 

in the vicinity of other refuges.” 

Location of the Horth DLakota easement refuges already developed and the 

acreage they contain iare as follows: 
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Refw -- 

Appert Project 
Billings Lake 
Bone Hill Creek 
Cznfield Lake 
Clouds L&e 
L&e George 
Hnlvorson Project 
Hanson Project 
:iutchinaon Project 
Johnson Lzke 
Xl&unde Prciject 
Lavler Project 
Lords Lake 
Lost Lake 
Naple River 
Ncson Project 
Lake Nettie 
Pleasant L::ke 
SheyanG L&e 
Shirak Project 
Shirk Projat 
Storm Lake 
Stzto Land Project 
White I&a 
Wood L&e Marsh 

county 

Emmons 1,120 
Cavalier 760 
L&loure 643 
Burlekh 310 
Sargent 840 
Kidder 3,278 
McHonry 399 
Zmmons 640 
Kidder 449 
Nelson and Eddy 1,726 
Z:rrJnons 480 
&xnons 455 
Bottineau and Bolettc 1,916 
McLean 960 
Dickey 1,120 
Grand Forks 359 
hiCL@;Ln 1,800 
Etxxon 959 
Sheridlul 812 
Walsh 480 
McRonz io 400 
Bargent 677 
EUlIIlOIl S 640 
Slope 960 
Benson 545 

Acreage 
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Refuges under development and their location and scre,ago are as follows: 

Refuge 

I&e Alice 
Lake Ardoch 
Buffalo Lake 
Kelleys Slough 
Long Lake 
L&e Temaukan 
Willow Lake 
Camp Lake 
Charles Lake 
Cottonwood Lake 
D&ota Lake 
Lake Oliver 
Lake Burleigh 
Florence Lake 
I&c Williams 
La&e Grant 
Hobart Lake 
Lake Barnes 
Lake 110 
Legion Lake 
Oen Lake 
Painted Woods Lake 
Lake Patricia 
Petersburg Lake 
Rock Lake 
Rose Lake 
Lake Stutsman 
School Section Lake 
Sibley Lake 
Stewart Lake 
Stoney Slough 
Wildfang Lake 

county 

Ramsey 5,279 
Wd sh 2,985 
Pierce 1,903 
Grand Forks 903 
Burleigh 17,552 
Sargent 3,761 
Rolette 2,784 
McLean 1,204 
Hettinger 800 
McXenry 569 
Dickey 2,520 
Oliver 640 
Burleigh 320 
Burleigh 700 
Willi3.m 1,978 
Grant 1,440 
Barnes 1,873 
Barnes 680 
Dunn 2,960 
Mountrail 360 
Ward 640 
McLean 357 
Morton 1,440 
Nelson 320 
Towner 8,160 
Melson 1,280 
Stutsman 960 
Rolotte 678 
Griggs 1,340 
Slope, 1,440 
Barnes 1,720 
Burleigh 480 

AcreMe 

-I- 
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17 Oatober 1956 

The Chief liked the startermnt and made only two thngsr-on pwo 3. 

f think we have the beat -flmihle amangment or the quote& 

f tried to lmprore the flrs$ paragraph. Maybe it mtld be better yet 

to say Wlnoe the disastrous Inroads of cirillsatlan~ or romething to that 

of f’aet, but I think the idea ought to be left in. 

Would a rmw 1-mentenoe lead, nfthout ahangbng the lead we now ham, 

help get the story acrooaa f’m thinking of aamthing like the follarlng 

The long-hopdt&r inorease fa Aamriarrt Wildli~ la at lrrt in eight. 

Better days ror mericmn rildlifa are at 1arO in right. 

Better pr0speotf3 r0r -rioan fmnm hare at hrt beon melimd. 

AmMoan conrarrationlrtr oan at lart ham hopea for an abundant 

rlldufo. 

I am going Do bo out of the city all of next ru+L, eo I trulrt that I 

have dons everything that I uan to help with thie rtoxy. VU bo looking ror it 

inihs Pittrrburgh paperr, 

Zahnlrer 


















